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Texture Stories -
From Smooth To Spiky

Texture is one of the most tactile
and emotionally engaging elements
in floral design. Even without
touching, the eye interprets texture
sensing softness, sharpness, weight,
and movement. From velvety petals
to rigid spikes, texture tells a story
that goes far beyond colour alone.

Smooth textures, such as polished
leaves or rounded petals, create a
sense of calm and refinement. They
reflect light gently and provide areas
of visual rest within a design. In
contrast, spiky or coarse textures
introduce energy and tension.
Grasses, seed heads, and structural

foliage can create rhythm and
directional movement, guiding the
viewer’s eye through the

arrangement.

The real artistry lies in how these
textures interact. A  design
composed entirely of similar
textures can feel flat, while
thoughtful contrast brings depth
and dimension. For example,
pairing soft blooms with textured
pods or fibrous materials creates a
dialogue between delicacy and
strength.

Texture also influences perceived
weight and balance. Heavier,
denser textures tend to anchor a
design, while lighter, airy materials
lift and expand it. Understanding
this relationship allows designers
to control not only how a design
looks, but how it feels.
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"Texture transforms a
collection of materials

into a sensory
experience."
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Monthly Desigh Challenge
Title: Gathered Earth

Grounded abundance with intentional control
After the discipline of parallel spacing in
March, April invites members to explore mass
and containment but without losing
sophistication.

This is not a traditional rounded “posy” mass.
It is a controlled contemporary mass where
abundance feels grounded and intentional.
Requirements: Clearly defined focal area,
strong visual base, materials must feel
anchored (no floating mass), avoid triangular
line design disguised as mass, no radiating
framework structure.

Closing date: Friday 24 April 202
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Common Mistakes in Hogarth
Curve Designs

e Broken line flow: Interruptions in
the curve weaken the sense of
movement.

e Overcrowding the line: Too many
materials obscure the clarity of the
S-shape.

e Lack of contrast in scale: Without
variation, the curve can appear
static.

e Poor balance: Uneven visual weight
can make the design feel unstable.

* Rigid stems: Materials that do not
follow the curve disrupt its natural
flow.
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Design Spotlight
What Is A “Hogarth Curve” Design?

The Hogarth Curve, often referred to as the Line
of Beauty, is an elegant S-shaped design style
that conveys grace, movement, and fluidity
inspired by the work of William Hogarth.

In floral design, the Hogarth Curve is typically
expressed through a dominant line that flows in
an elongated S-shape. This line establishes the
structure of the design, with supporting
materials enhancing and reinforcing the
movement. The curve should feel natural and
continuous, without abrupt changes in direction.
Balance is achieved not through symmetry, but
through careful distribution of visual weight
along the curve.

Material selection is critical. Flexible stems,
flowing foliage, and directional blooms work best
to emphasise the movement. Heavier elements
are often placed strategically to anchor the
design without interrupting its rhythm.










