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BEYOND THE FRAME: EVOLVING YOUR
STRUCTURAL SKILLS IN FLORAL ART

In our last issue, we explored how
structural techniques are
redefining contemporary floral art.
This month, we go a step further—
looking at how to refine and evolve
those skills so your structures are
not only functional, but also

seamlessly integrated into your
creative vision.
The most striking structural

designs don't just hold flowers,
they tell part of the story. Skilled
designers treat the framework as
an equal partner to the blooms,
considering its shape, texture, and
colour as carefully as the plant
materials it supports. Think of the
structure as the stage upon which
your flowers perform, influencing
mood, movement, and space.

One way to evolve your approach
is to experiment with non-
traditional materials.

Bamboo, wire, cane, driftwood,
mesh, and even paper can form
dynamic armatures. The key is to
select materials that enhance your
theme e.g. smooth, polished
frames for sleek contemporary
designs, or weathered, organic
materials for rustic or nature-
inspired work.

A structure that is elegant but
unstable will compromise your
design. Practice creating joints,
bindings, and supports that are
strong, invisible and repeatable.
This is where craftsmanship meets
artistry, when your work is both
beautiful and technically sound.
Finally, consider integration over
attachment. Rather than *“adding
flowers onto” a frame, weave,
thread, or grow your design
through the structure. This creates
harmony and a sense that flowers
and framework were meant to be
together from the start.
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“What a lonely place it
would be to have a
world without a
wildflower!"

Roland R. Kemler
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Monthly Desigh Challenge

Title: Beyond Petals (Pave)

Size: Maximum width 40cm, height unlimited,
judged from above and one side. Designs do
not have to be circular.

Outline: The judges’ this month are asking you
to create a pave design that showcases plant
material beyond flowers. You may use some
flowers in your design but the focus should be
on the use of other materials such as
seeds/pods, bark, foliage (manipulated), sticks,
succulents, fruit etc. Please also note that NO
embellishments may be used this month - that
means no non-plant derived material.

Closing date: Friday 29 August 2025
More Details:
https://floralartonline.com/design-
competitions/member-competitions/
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Ann’s design -
Flight of Fancy

Guest Designer Spotlight
Ann Crasti

How long have you been involved in floral art?

| have been involved in floral art since 2006. |
did obtain my floristry diploma and was already
running a wedding floristry business before this.

What is your favourite plant material?

Silver grey foliage such as dusty miller and silver
argentium protea leaves. It can be teamed with
deep red or black flowers for drama, white
blooms for elegance or colours for striking
vintage or contemporary looks.

What has been your greatest design challenge?

mmmm.... Perhaps arriving at the Easter show in
the middle of the night to do four competitions
and finding | had been mistakenly entered for an
African plinth design as well. Plinth already in
place and can't be left empty. Nothing like
racing around the back areas, searching for
materials and inspiration at three in the morning!
Seriously though, my ongoing challenge has
always been to make sure my mechanics are
secure and blend into design, when my creative
side wants to rush into the fun stuff. Sound
mechanics make or break any design....literally!

What are you watching now?

| am following Pinterest and YouTube clips on
lkebana techniques for fixing plant material
naturally in vases or bases lately. Still some of
the best ways to fix designs using eco friendly
alternatives.

Also finding inspiration in different weaving and
yarn techniques and how | can incorporate in
design mechanics. Never limit you imagination.
Any art form, craft or fabric style can be adapted
to make floral art even more exciting.
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Skills Corner

Technique Breakdown: Two Simple Frameworks You Can Build in Under an Hour
Structural techniques don’t have to be time-consuming or complex. Here are two versatile frameworks
you can make quickly, using accessible materials, to give your designs height, depth, and drama.

1. Wire Loop Armature

Materials:

Mid-gauge aluminium wire

Wire cutters

Floral tape

Steps:

Cut wire lengths of 40-50cm.

Form each into a loose loop or elongated oval.

Bind the base of 3-5 loops together with floral tape.
Anchor securely into a container or foam-free mechanic.
Best for: Adding airy, curved movement lines that guide the eye through the design.

2. Twig & Branch Frame

Materials:

Flexible twigs or branches

Fine wire

Secateurs

Steps:

Select 4-6 twigs of similar thickness.

Wire them together into a rectangle, triangle, or free-form shape.
Attach to a stake or insert directly into a container mechanic.
Weave foliage and blooms through the frame for a natural, integrated effect.
Best for: Rustic or nature-inspired designs with strong visual lines.

Common Mistake to Avoid: Overbuilding
While structural elements are powerful, adding too many layers or materials can overwhelm the flowers.
Always step back and check that the framework complements rather than competes with your blooms.

. Tip: Try making each framework without flowers first, so you can focus purely on shape, proportion,
and stability.
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